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ON-OFF KEYING USING VECTOR
MODULATION

STATEMENT OF RELATED APPLICATION

The present application claims the benefit of priority based
on U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/171,024,
filed on Apr. 20, 2009, in the name of inventors Michael
Gregory Pettus and Larry Bruce Nadeau, entitled “On-Off
Keying Using Vector Modulation”, all commonly owned
herewith, and hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to high speed
modulation techniques used in conjunction with broadband
wireless communications systems.

BACKGROUND

As microelectronics and integrated silicon technologies
continue to improve in performance, fully integrated wireless
transmitters, receivers and transceivers are now being real-
ized in single chip architectures up through the millimeter
wave frequencies (30 to 300 GHz). Vector modulation, com-
prised of two modulating signals with a quadrature phase
relationship between them, is used extensively in advanced
single chip transmitter and transceiver designs. The modulat-
ing signals are typically AC-coupled to avoid DC bias offsets
for the vector modulation inputs. The vector modulation
inputs are typically connected to the in-phase (1) and quadra-
ture-phase (Q) fully balanced radio frequency multipliers
(mixers). The balanced I and Q mixers suppress the main
carrier frequency energy when there are no modulation sig-
nals present. Millimeter wave spectrum is by nature allocated
in large frequency bands which in turn allows the use of very
wide bandwidth transmission using simple modulation tech-
niques such as AM or OOK (on-off keying). The use of such
simple wideband modulation techniques is desired in order to
enable straightforward system level design incorporating
receivers that use non coherent demodulation techniques such
as square law or envelope detection. What is needed is a
simple baseband method that can generate OOK modulation
within the constraints of AC-coupled vector modulated trans-
mitter circuit architectures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated into
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate one or
more examples of embodiments and, together with the
description of example embodiments, serve to explain the
principles and implementations of the embodiments.

In the drawings:

FIGS. 1A-1C illustrates an electronic block diagram, sig-
nal timing and spectrograph transmission information for a
vector modulated transmitter with existing serial data signals
applied in accordance with the prior art;

FIGS. 2A-2B illustrate an overall electronic circuit block
diagram and signal timing for OOK baseband signal genera-
tion of an aspect of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 3A-3B illustrate an electronic circuit block diagram
and signal timing for the AND gate portion of an aspect of the
present disclosure;

FIGS. 4A-4C illustrates an electronic block diagram and
signal timing diagrams for the delay circuits and attenuator
circuits portion of the system in an aspect of the present
disclosure;
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FIGS. 5A-5B illustrate an electronic block diagram, signal
timing and spectrograph transmission information for a vec-
tor modulated transmitter of an aspect of the present disclo-
sure;

FIGS. 6A-6B illustrate an electronic block diagram, and
signal timing information for a non-coherent receiver in an
aspect of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 7 illustrates a flow chart of the modulation technique
employed in an aspect of the present disclosure.

OVERVIEW

In an aspect, a serial data stream composed of a single
high-speed digital electrical signal is separated into its con-
stituent clock signal (timing reference) and data signal. The
data signal and clock signal are preferably time adjusted
(phase skewed) such that the phase relationship between them
is optimized for gating of the clock signal by the data signal.
The data signal and clock signal are each coupled to a 2-input
digital logic circuit which gates a single output signal as a
digital AND function thereby creating a baseband signal
composed of an on-off keyed (OOK) data modulated clock
signal.

Two sets of the OOK baseband signals are created with a 90
degree phase lag between them with one set coupled to the
in-phase (I) input of a vector modulated transmitter and the
other (phase lagged) set coupled to the quadrature-phase (Q)
input. The I and Q signals are time adjusted (phase skewed)
such that the phase relationship between them is optimized
for creating the in-phase and quadrature-phase timing with
respect to a vector modulated input transmitter.

The resulting I and Q phase modulated transmitter signal
are typically coupled to a vector modulated transmitter
thereby creating a single sideband OOK modulated signal at
the output of the transmitter. In order to efficiently couple the
OOK signal to an AC-coupled vector modulated transmitter
the OOK signal is converted from differential digital logic
levels to a modified form of non-return-to-zero (NRZ) such
that during the OOK modulation on-period when the data
signal is enabling the clock signal, a modified NRZ signal is
created, designated as transition differential signaling (TDS).

The TDS signal is composed of an NRZ line coded clock
signal during data high or data logical 1 periods and is
returned to zero during data low or data logic 0 periods. TDS
signaling minimizes low-frequency time constant shifts
which thereby accommodates an AC-coupled vector modu-
lated transmitter by providing a zero-energy signal reference
during OOK off periods.

The method of the present disclosure comprises deriving a
subcarrier frequency from a binary data stream having a clock
frequency, wherein the subcarrier frequency is substantially
the same as the clock frequency. The subcarrier frequency is
gated using the data stream to produce a modulated on-off
keying signal. The modulated on-oft keying signal is delayed
relative to the binary data stream by a predetermined amount
to produce a delayed modulated on-off keying signal. The
modulated on-off keying signal and the delayed modulated
on-off keying signal are conditioned to create a differential
transition signal in an in-phase channel and a quadrature-
phase channel to provide a stable amplitude signal level ref-
erence at an input to an in-phase and quadrature-phase vector
modulator.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

Example embodiments are described herein in the context
of high speed digital wireless communications systems.
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Those of ordinary skill in the art will realize that the following
description is illustrative only and is not intended to be in any
way limiting. Other embodiments will readily suggest them-
selves to such skilled persons having the benefit of this dis-
closure. Reference will now be made in detail to implemen-
tations of the example embodiments as illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. The same reference indicators will
be used throughout the drawings and the following descrip-
tion to refer to the same or like items.

In the interest of clarity, not all of the routine features of the
implementations described herein are shown and described. It
will, of course, be appreciated that in the development of any
such actual implementation, numerous implementation-spe-
cific decisions must be made in order to achieve the develop-
er’s specific goals, such as compliance with application- and
business-related constraints, and that these specific goals will
vary from one implementation to another and from one devel-
oper to another. Moreover, it will be appreciated that such a
development effort might be complex and time-consuming,
but would nevertheless be a routine undertaking of engineer-
ing for those of ordinary skill in the art having the benefit of
this disclosure.

In accordance with this disclosure, the components, pro-
cess steps, signal timing and/or data structures described
herein may be implemented using various types of digital
logic operating systems, computing platforms, computer pro-
grams, and/or general purpose machines. In addition, those of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that devices of a less
general purpose nature, such as hardwired devices, field pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs), application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), or the like, may also be used without
departing from the scope and spirit of the inventive concepts
disclosed herein. It is understood that the phrase “an embodi-
ment” encompasses more than one embodiment and is thus
not limited to only one embodiment. Where a method com-
prising a series of process steps is implemented by a computer
or a machine and those process steps can be stored as a series
of instructions readable by the machine, they may be stored
on a tangible medium such as a computer memory device
(e.g., ROM (Read Only Memory), PROM (Programmable
Read Only Memory), EEPROM (Electrically Eraseable Pro-
grammable Read Only Memory), FLASH Memory, Jump
Drive, and the like), magnetic storage medium (e.g., tape,
magnetic disk drive, and the like), optical storage medium
(e.g., CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, paper card, paper tape and the
like) and other types of program memory.

Existing integrated wireless transmitter devices are
designed to handle high bit rate signals coupled to the in-
phase (I) and quadrature-phase (Q) signal inputs of the base-
band up-converting radio frequency (RF) mixers. The base-
band-to-RF mixers provide a method for generating a
modulated RF signal but with a suppressed RF carrier. The
mixers are fully balanced such that there is very low or sup-
pressed carrier energy during periods of no modulating signal
inputs at the inputs to the mixers. The purpose of the sup-
pressed carrier mixers is to create higher order digital modu-
lation schemes such as binary phase shift keying (BPSK),
quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK), and generally any
higher order phase or amplitude/phase modulation tech-
niques (M-Ary digital modulation).

To use the higher order modulation schemes, however, a
complex receiver design is needed for both carrier recovery
and symbol timing recovery. The system implementation is
also affected by practical design limitations in terms of phase
noise and bandwidth flatness of the transmitter and receiver.

At the higher frequency RF bands, such as those in the
millimeter wave bands (considered to be generally above 30
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4

GHz), there is more bandwidth available as a natural aspect of
the higher operating frequency. For example, there are bands
generally available for high bandwidth applications at 60, 70,
80 and 90 GHz with both unlicensed and licensed regulatory
allocations. Specifically in the United States, the band from
57 to 64 GHz, a total of 7 GHz bandwidth, is available for
unlicensed operation. With such large bandwidths available,
the requirement for achieving higher order modulation effi-
ciencies is not needed.

Much simpler and less expensive system designs can be
achieved by using lower order modulations schemes such as
AM or OOK and FM or FSK. By using OOK or FSK for
digital modulation applications, the receiver need not provide
carrier recovery and need not be phase coherent; both of
which significantly reduce the system complexity and cost.
Since non-coherent modulation does not depend upon refer-
encing the phase of the received signal, system level phase
noise created in both the transmitter and receiver do not
impact the performance of the receiver’s non-coherent detec-
tion mechanism. Typical non-coherent OOK receiver detec-
tion makes use of envelope, square-law and product detectors
which are simple and low-cost compared with phase coherent
demodulation schemes.

FIG. 1A illustrates a block diagram of a typical vector
modulated transmitter 600 intended for operation within the
60 GHz millimeter wave spectrum in accordance with the
prior art. Serial data signal, represented by 601 A and 602A in
FIG. 1B, is coupled to in-phase (I) channel and quadrature-
phase (Q) channel inputs at 601 and 602. The I channel input
601 and Q channel input 602 are received at differential,
AC-coupled input stage components 48, 49.

The input stage components 48, 49 output the received I
and Q channel inputs into mixers 51 and 52, respectively.
Up-converting balanced I mixer 51 and balanced Q mixer 52
produces a suppressed carrier double sideband (SCDSB) sig-
nal at the output of the mixers 51 and 52 at the intermediate
frequency (IF). The IF amplifier 53 increases the signal level
of'the SCDSB signal, which is then passed through an IF filter
54. The output of the IF filter 54 is transmitted to a final mixer
60 which provides a second stage up-conversion of the signal
to 60 GHz which is then sent to a power amplifier 61 and
ultimately output via a transmitting antenna 62.

The transmitter 600 includes a millimeter wave frequency
synthesizer 604 which comprises a voltage controlled oscil-
lator 57 (VCO), a divisor circuit 56, an IF divider 55 and a
frequency tripler 59. The synthesizer 604 provides both an IF
up-converting mixer source and local oscillator (LO) injec-
tion for the transmitter. The phase shift circuit 50 provides IF
in-phase (I) and quadrature-phase (Q) mixer injection for
mixer 51 at 0 degrees phase reference and mixer 52 at 90
degrees phase reference respectively.

The output spectrum of the transmitter 600 is indicated by
spectrograph 603 in FIG. 1C. In the example the digital serial
data is clocked at 1.5 GHz. In the spectrograph 603 in FIG.
1C, the synthesizer 604 of the system 600 is set to 59.0 GHz.
Output spectrum is composed of a suppressed carrier double
sideband signal created by the digital signal 601 A and 602A.
The upper sideband modulation signal is shown as 91 in the
spectrograph 603 whereas the lower sideband modulation
signal 93 is symmetrically positioned 1.5 GHz above and 1.5
GHz below the suppressed carrier 92. As shown in the spec-
trograph 603, the lower sideband modulation energy is shown
by arrow 95 whereas the upper sideband modulation energy is
shown by arrow 94.

With only a vector modulation (I and Q) input, the trans-
mitter does not provide a method to create full carrier OOK
modulation. Additionally, considering that the transmitter
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600 in FIG. 1A provides only a suppressed carrier 92, the
intended receiver (not shown) of the system would have to
create a local carrier reference that is in phase with the trans-
mitter carrier to properly demodulate serial data signal sent
from the transmitter. This creates a disadvantage, as the desire
is to use a simple, non-coherent receiver design.

FIG. 2A illustrates an overall circuit block diagram of an
OOK baseband signal modulation system 100 in accordance
with an aspect of the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 2A,
the OOK baseband signal modulation system 100 includes an
equalization circuit 2, such as one manufactured by Gen-
num™ GS2974B, and a clock data recovery circuit 4 (CDR),
such as one manufactured by Gennum™ GS2975, which is
configured to receive the output of the equalization circuit 2.

The OOK baseband signal modulation system 100 prefer-
ably includes one or more first set of delay circuits 7, 8
coupled to the clock datarecovery circuit 4. The delay circuits
7,8, although shown as two separate components in FIG. 2A,
may be housed in one physical component, such as Micrel™
SY89297U, although other manufacturers are contemplated.

The system 100 preferably includes one or more buffer
fan-out circuits 12, 13 coupled to the delay circuit(s) 7, 8. The
buffer fan-out circuits 12, 13 may be a Micrel™
SY100EP14U, although other fan-out circuits are contem-
plated. In addition, the system 1 includes one or more AND
gates 23, 24, 25 and 26 configured to receive the outputs from
the buffer fan-out circuits 12, 13. It is preferred that a quad
AND gate configuration is utilized, such as On Semiconduc-
tor™ MC100EP105, although other manufacturers and parts
are contemplated.

The system 100 includes one or more second set of delay
circuits 32, 33, 34, and 35 configured to receive the outputs
from the AND gates 23, 24, 25 and 26. The system 100 also
includes one or more attenuators 40, 41, 42 and 43 which are
configured to receive the outputs from the second set of delay
circuits 32, 33, 34, and 35. It should be noted that the system
100 shown in FIG. 2A is one example and additional/alterna-
tive circuits and/or components may be utilized to practice the
novel method and system described herein. It should also be
noted that, for instance, more than one circuit may be embod-
ied into one chip or processor without departing from the
spirit and scope of the novel method and system.

FIG. 2B illustrates the characterization of the signal in a
signal timing diagram 9 as it is conditioned through the sys-
tem 100 in FIG. 2A. In particular, serial, binary digital data 1
(FIG. 2A) in the signal timing diagram 1A (FIG. 2B) illus-
trates the signal prior to being received by the EQ circuit in
FIG. 2A.

Referring back to FIG. 2A, the EQ circuit 2 compensates
for possible signal degradation of signal 1A and outputs
equalization signal 3 to the CDR circuit 4. The characteriza-
tion of the equalization signal 3A in a signal timing diagram
is shown in FIG. 2B.

The clock data recovery circuit (CDR) 4 receives the equal-
ization signal 3 and outputs a data output signal 5 and a clock
output signal 6 representative of the equalization signal 3, as
shown in FIG. 2A. The CDR circuit 4 derives a subcarrier
frequency for the clock signal from the binary data stream 1,
such that the subcarrier frequency is actually the clock fre-
quency of the data stream. The characterization of the data
output signal 5 and the clock output signal 6 are respectively
shown in the signal timing diagram in FIG. 2B as the data
output signal 5A and clock output signal

As shown in FIG. 2A, the data output signal 5 is received in
a delay circuit 8 in a first set of delay circuits, whereas the
clock signal 6 is received in a delay circuit 7 in the first set of
delay circuits. The delay circuits 7, 8 are controlled at control
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interfaces 71, 81 by one or more processors and/or microcon-
trollers (not shown) to allow the delay circuits 7,8 to adjust the
phase (skew) of the clock signal and data output signal. In
particular, either or both of the delay circuits are adjusted via
the control interfaces 71, 81 by a microcontroller to align data
output signal and clock signal such that an entire clock cycle
will fit within an ON or OFF period of the data output signal.
An example of a desired alignment between the data output
signal 10A and the clock signal 11A is shown in FIG. 2B.

The delay circuit 8, upon receiving the data output signal 5,
may adjust the phase of the data output signal 5 a predeter-
mined amount, as explained above, and output a skew-ad-
justed data signal 10. The delay circuit 7, upon receiving the
clock signal 6, may adjust the phase of the clock signal 6 a
predetermined amount, as explained above, and output a
skew-adjusted clock signal 11. The characterization of the
skew-adjusted data signal 10A and the skew-adjusted clock
output signal 11A are respectively shown in the signal timing
diagram in FIG. 2B. It is contemplated that either, both, or
neither of the phases of the clock signal and/or data output
signal be skew-adjusted.

Upon the data output signal 10 and the clock signal 11
being output by the delay circuits 7, 8, the subcarrier or clock
signals are then gated directly by the data stream. This results
in a modulated OOK signal having a clock frequency that
determines the OOK subcarrier center frequency.

In particular, the data signal 10 output from the delay
circuit 8 is received at a first buffer fan-out circuit 12, whereas
the clock signal 11 output from the delay circuit 7 is received
at a second buffer fan-out circuit 13. The first buffer fan-out
circuit 12 takes the received data signal 10 and outputs four
identical data signals 14-17 to the respective AND gates
23-26. Additionally, the second buffer fan-out circuit 13 takes
the received clock signal 11 and outputs four identical clock
signal outputs 18-21 to the respective AND gates 23-26.

FIG. 3A illustrates a detailed view of the input signals and
output signal with respect to the AND gates 23-26 shown in
FIG. 2A in accordance with an aspect of the present disclo-
sure. As shown in FIG. 3A, each AND gate 23-26 receives a
differential pair of data signals as well as a differential pair of
clock signals.

In particular, the data signal 14 is represented as differen-
tial data signals 141 and 142, whereby the polarity of the data
signal 141 is inverted to produce an inverted data signal 142.
Additionally, the data signal 15 is represented as differential
signals 151 and 152, whereby the polarity of the data signal
151 is inverted to produce an inverted data signal 152. The
same applies to differential signals 161, 162, 171, 172 for
respective data signals 16 and 17. The above mentioned data
signals are shown characterized in the signal diagram in FIG.
3B.

With regard to the clock signals 18-21 received by the AND
gates 23-26, the clock signals 18-21 are selectively inverted in
polarity and selectively input in to the AND gates 23-26 in
opposing differential pairs. In particular to that shown in
FIGS. 3A and 3B, the clock signal 18 is provided as differ-
ential clock signals 181 and 182 into AND gate 23, whereby
a clock signal 181 is received in the positive “+” terminal and
a clock signal 182 is received in the negative “~” terminal of
the AND gate 23. As shown in FIG. 3B, the differential clock
signal 182 has an inverted polarity with respect to the differ-
ential clock signal 181.

As shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the s clock signal 19 is
provided as differential clock signals 191 and 192 into AND
gate 24. As opposed to differential clock signals 181 and 182
discussed above, the differential clock signal 191 is received
in the negative “-” terminal and differential clock signal 192
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is received in the positive “+” terminal of the AND gate 24. As
shown in FIG. 3B, the differential clock signal 192 has an
inverted polarity with respect to the differential clock signal
191, whereby differential clock signal 192 is similar in polar-
ity to differential clock signal 182 and differential clock sig-
nal 191 is similar in polarity to differential clock signal 181.

Additionally in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the clock signal 20 is
provided as differential clock signals 201 and 202 into AND
gate 25, whereby differential clock signal 201 is received in
the positive “+” terminal and differential clock signal 202 is
received in the negative “~” terminal of the AND gate 25 As
shown in FIG. 3B, the differential clock signal 202 has an
inverted polarity with respect to the differential clock signal
201, whereby differential clock signal 201 is similar in polar-
ity to differential clock signal 181 and differential clock sig-
nal 202 is similar in polarity to differential clock signal 182.

As shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the clock signal 21 is
provided as differential clock signals 211 and 212 into AND
gate 26. As opposed to differential clock signals 201 and 202
discussed above, the differential clock signal 211 is received
in the negative “~” terminal and differential clock signal 212
is received in the positive “+” terminal of the AND gate 26. As
shown in FIG. 3B, the differential clock signal 212 has an
inverted polarity with respect to the differential clock signal
211, whereby differential clock signal 212 is similar in polar-
ity to differential clock signal 192 and differential clock sig-
nal 211 is similar in polarity to differential clock signal 191.

The AND gates 23-26 perform AND operations on the
input signals to create a modulated OOK signal with respect
to the clock frequency. By performing this step, the system is
able to determine an OOK subcarrier center frequency. By
performing the AND operation on each of the differential
signals, only the positive signals are used. Since the opposite
differential polarity is present between each pair of delay
elements, making use of the same polarity (+) from the sepa-
rate delay elements within a pair, a new differential pair of
signals is formed but with a common resting state voltage.
Only during signaling transitions are the differential signals
within an output pair at opposite voltage polarity.

In particular, the AND gate 23 outputs a baseband OOK
clock signal in the I-channel 27 which has differential com-
ponents 271 and 272. As can be seen in FIG. 3B, the positive
“+” differential component of the baseband OOK clock signal
is shown as signal 271, whereas the negative “-” differential
component of the baseband OOK clock signal, having an
opposite polarity of differential component 271, is shown as
signal 272. With respect to the AND gate 24, a baseband OOK
clock signal 28 is output which has differential components
281 and 282. As can be seen in FIG. 3B, the positive “+”
differential component of the baseband OOK clock signal is
shown as signal 281, whereas the negative “-” differential
component of the baseband OOK clock signal, having an
opposite polarity of differential component 281, is shown as
signal 282. Similarly, AND gate 25 outputs a baseband OOK
clock signal 29 which has differential components 291 and
292 equal to differential components 271 and 272. Similarly,
AND gate 26 outputs a baseband OOK clock signal 30 which
has differential components 301 and 302 respectively equal to
differential components 281 and 282.

As will be shown in FIG. 4A, the outputs from the AND
gates 23, 24 generate OOK baseband signals 271, 272 and
281, 282 for the in-phase (I) transmitter modulator input into
the second set of delay circuits 32, 33, whereas the AND gates
25, 26 generate the OOK baseband signals 291A, 292A and
301A, 302A for the quadrature-phase (Q) transmitter modu-
lator input into the second set of delay circuits 34, 35.
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FIG. 4A illustrates a detail view between the second set of
delay circuits and the attenuator circuits of the circuit block
diagram in FIG. 2A. As shown in FIG. 4A, the AND gate
outputs 27, 28, 29, 30 are received by the delay circuits 32-35
in the second set of delay circuits via respective differential
signal pairs 271,272;281,282;291,292; and 301, 302. Delay
skew adjustment between delay circuits 32, 33 compensate
for physical and electrical length differences between respec-
tive differential signal pairs 271, 272 and 281, 282, whereas
delay skew adjustment between delay circuits 34, 35 com-
pensate for physical and electrical length differences between
differential signal pairs 291A, 292A and 301A, 302A at dif-
ferential inputs 291, 292 and 301, 302 respectively. Delay
circuits 32, 33, 34, 35 are set via respective control interfaces
321, 331, 341, 351 by one or more processors (not shown).

Output signal phase 361 output from the delay circuit 32
and at output signal phase 371 output from the delay circuit 33
are set to be phase matched via the control interfaces 321,
331. Similarly, output signal phase of 381output from the
delay circuit 34 and output signal phase 391 output from the
delay circuit 35 are set to be phase matched. However, once
differential delay compensation has been set, the delay cir-
cuits 34, 35 are both adjusted, preferably in tandem, to pro-
vide a delay of the clock cycle period for the Q-channel by 90
degrees of relative to the I-channel delay circuits 32, 33. Thus
as shown in FIG. 4B, the output signals 381, 391 are delayed
by 90 degrees relative to signals 361, 371.

As shown in FIG. 4A, the system conditions the outputs
from the delay circuits 32 and 33 to form transition differen-
tial signaling (TDS) for the I-channel. In particular, only the
positive polarity outputs from the delay circuits 32, 33 (i.e.
outputs 361, 371) are received by the attenuators 40 and 41. In
particular, the positive polarity output 361 from the delay
circuit 32 is received by the attenuator 40, whereas the nega-
tive polarity output 362 is not used by the attenuator 40.
Additionally, the positive polarity output 371 from the delay
circuit 33 is received by the attenuator 41, whereas the nega-
tive polarity output 372 is not used by the attenuator 41.

To accommodate a range of transmitter I/Q input signal
level requirements, the attenuators provide the correct signal
level setting based on the specifications of the transmitter 600
and the receiver 700. The attenuators 40 and 41 combine the
positive polarity output 361 (signal 441A in FIG. 4C) and the
positive polarity output 271 (signal 442A in FIG. 4C) to
create a TDS differential pair 44A for the I-channel.

Likewise, a TDS differential pair for the Q-channel is
formed by combining only the positive polarity outputs from
delay circuits 34, 35 at respective outputs 381, 391. In par-
ticular, the positive polarity output 381 from the delay circuit
34 is received by the attenuator 42, whereas the negative
polarity output 382 is not used by the attenuator 42. Addition-
ally, the positive polarity output 391 from the delay circuit 35
is received by the attenuator 43, whereas the negative polarity
output 392 is not used by the attenuator 43. The new TDS
differential signaling pair is formed by combining outputs
451, 452 at attenuators 42, 43, thereby forming the TDS
differential pair 45 for the Q-channel. As stated above, the
TDS ditferential pair 45 for the Q-channel is delayed by 90
degrees (via the delay circuits 34, 34) with respect to the
differential pair of the I-channel.

As shown in FIG. 4C, the TDS signal for the I-channel 44 A
is combination of differential signals 441A and 442A,
whereas the TDS signal 45A for the Q-channel is the combi-
nation of differential signals 451 A and 452A. The TDS sig-
naling is similar to non-return-to-zero (NRZ) line coding
during the on-period of the OOK modulated clock signal.
However, the TDS signaling returns to zero (RZ) during the
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off-period of the OOK modulated clock signal. By returning
to zero during off-periods of the OOK clock modulated sig-
nal, the low-frequency time constant signaling distortion is
avoided in the AC-coupled transmitter I[/Q input stages 48 and
49 (FIG.5A).

FIG. 5A illustrates an overall system level block diagram,
signal timing 47, 79 and transmission spectrograph 80 (FIG.
5B) of a vector-modulated transmitter and non-coherent
receiver used in an embodiment. Transmitter 600 synthesizer
56, 57,58, 59 is set to an operating frequency of 59.0 GHz in
an embodiment. TDS signal 44A from I-channel baseband
output 44 is coupled to transmitter [-channel input stage 48.
TDS signal 45A from Q-channel baseband output 45 is
coupled to transmitter Q-channel input stage 49. Transmitter
I and Q channel input stages 48, 49 are AC-coupled in an
embodiment. OOK modulated clock Q-channel signal 45 is
phase delayed 90 degrees relative to the I-channel signal 44.

As shown in the spectrograph 80 in FIG. 5B, the upper
sideband 81 is offset from the synthesizer carrier setting by
clock frequency of 1.5 GHz in an embodiment. Synthesizer
carrier 82 at 59.0 GHz and lower sideband 83 at 57.5 GHz are
suppressed by the action balanced mixers 51, 52. OOK clock
modulation 84 is formed around the upper sideband 81 at the
transmitter 600 output which is coupled to antenna 62 and
radiated. It is also possible to produce lower sideband output
in an embodiment by reversing the quadrature phase relation-
ship between I and Q input signals 44 A, 45A to transmitter
600.

Receiver 700 preferably incorporates the same synthesizer
and IF design as transmitter 600 in an embodiment. Receiver
700 synthesizer 65, 66, 67, 68, 69 is set to 60.5 GHz in an
embodiment. Receiver 700 antenna 63 is illuminated by OOK
modulated radiation from transmitter 600 antenna 62 at 60.5
GHz. Receiver signal is amplified by low noise amplifier
(LNA) 64 and down-converted to the IF frequency and passed
through IF amplifier 70 and IF filter 71. Non-coherent enve-
lope detector 72 detects IF OOK signal and is amplified by
receiver 700 baseband amplifier 73. Baseband signal 74A at
baseband amplifier output 74 is coupled to EQ circuit 75.
Signal 74A is degraded in amplitude and rise time due to
transmission signal level impairments and system phase
noise. Signal 76A at EQ circuit 75 output 76 has improved
level and timing (jitter) characteristics by action of EQ circuit
75. Signal 76A is coupled to reclocker circuit 77 (RECLK)
which provides further noise and signal jitter reduction. Sig-
nal 78A at reclocker circuit output 78 is available for connec-
tion to the application.

It should be noted that although hardware components are
discussed above for performing actions, it is contemplated
that the above actions may additionally/alternatively be per-
formed by a software program, logic, data structure, and the
like tangibly embodied to a computer readable medium
which performs the novel method.

A general operation at which the system, method and soft-
ware performs the novel method will now be discussed in
relation to FIG. 7. In an aspect, a serial data stream composed
of a single high-speed digital electrical signal is separated
into its constituent clock signal (timing reference) and data
signal (block 800).

As shown in block 802, the data signal and clock signal are
preferably time adjusted (phase skewed) such that the phase
relationship between them is optimized for gating of the clock
signal by the data signal.

Thereafter, a baseband signal composed of an on-offkeyed
(OOK) data modulated clock signal is created (block 804).
This is preferably done by gating the data signal and clock
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signal are each using AND logic to produce a single output
signal as a digital AND function.

As shown in block 806, two sets of the OOK baseband
signals are created with a 90 degree phase lag between them
with one set coupled to the in-phase (I) input of a vector
modulated transmitter and the other (phase lagged) set
coupled to the quadrature-phase (Q) input.

As shown in block 808, the I and Q signals are time
adjusted (phase skewed) such that the phase relationship
between them is optimized for creating the in-phase and
quadrature-phase timing with respect to a vector modulated
input transmitter.

While embodiments and applications have been shown and
described, it would be apparent to those skilled in the art
having the benefit of this disclosure that many more modifi-
cations than mentioned above are possible without departing
from the inventive concepts disclosed herein. The invention,
therefore, is not to be restricted except in the spirit of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

deriving a subcarrier frequency from a binary data stream
having a clock frequency, wherein the subcarrier fre-
quency is substantially the same as the clock frequency;

gating the subcarrier frequency using the data stream to
produce a modulated on-off keying signal;

delaying the modulated on-off keying signal relative to the
binary data stream by a predetermined amount to pro-
duce a delayed modulated on-off keying signal; and

conditioning the modulated on-off keying signal and the
delayed modulated on-off keying signal to create a dif-
ferential transition signal in an in-phase channel and a
quadrature-phase channel to provide a stable amplitude
signal level reference at an input to an in-phase and
quadrature-phase vector modulator.

2. A device comprising:

means for deriving a subcarrier frequency from a binary
data stream having a clock frequency, wherein the sub-
carrier frequency is substantially the same as the clock
frequency;

means for gating the subcarrier frequency using the data
stream to produce a modulated on-off keying signal;

means for delaying the modulated on-off keying signal
relative to the binary data stream by a predetermined
amount to produce a delayed modulated on-off keying
signal; and

means for conditioning the modulated on-off keying signal
and the delayed modulated on-offkeying signal to create
a differential transition signal in an in-phase channel and
a quadrature-phase channel to provide a stable ampli-
tude signal level reference at an input to an in-phase and
quadrature-phase vector modulator.

3. A method comprising:

separating a binary data stream into a clock signal and a
data signal;

producing a plurality of clock signals and a plurality of data
signals from the clock signal and the data signal;

gating the plurality of clock signals using the plurality of
data signals to produce a plurality of on-off keying
modulated signals;

delaying two or more of the plurality of on-off keying
modulated signals to create a first set of on-off keying
modulated signals and a second set of on-off keying
modulated signals wherein the first set of on-oft keying
modulated signals has a 90 degree phase lag with respect
to the second set of on-off keying modulated signals.
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4. The method of claim 3 further comprising:

delaying at least of one of the data signal or the clock signal
to optimize a phase relationship between the data signal
and the clock signal prior to the step of gating.

5. The method of claim 3 wherein the gating step is per-

formed using AND logic.

6. The method of claim 3 further comprising:

coupling the first set of on-oft keying modulated signals to
an in-phase input of a vector modulated transmitter; and

coupling the second set of on-off keying modulated signals
to a quadrature-phase input of the vector modulated
transmitted.

7. A device comprising:

means for separating a binary data stream into a clock
signal and a data signal;

means for producing a plurality of clock signals and a
plurality of data signals from the clock signal and the
data signal;

means for gating the plurality of clock signals using the
plurality of data signals to produce a plurality of on-off
keying modulated signals; and
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means for delaying two or more of the plurality of on-off
keying modulated signals to create a first set of on-off
keying modulated signals and a second set of on-off
keying modulated signals wherein the first set of on-off
keying modulated signals has a 90 degree phase lag with
respect to the second set of on-off keying modulated
signals.

8. The device of claim 7 further comprising:

means for delaying at least of one of the data signal or the
clock signal to optimize a phase relationship between
the data signal and the clock signal.

9. The device of claim 7 wherein the gating means utilizes

AND logic.

10. The device of claim 7 further comprising:

means for coupling the first set of on-off keying modulated
signals to an in-phase input of a vector modulated trans-
mitter; and

means for coupling the second set of on-off keying modu-
lated signals to a quadrature-phase input of the vector
modulated transmitter.
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